SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE 

PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 

Received up to 2nd December, 1871. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


THE Rifch-t-Khalaig of the 15th October notices the mis- 
chief dohe by monkeys in Shahjehanpore, and mentions the 
case of a Musalman who was recently dreadfully wounded by 
one of. those aninials: The attention of the authorities is 
drawn to the matter, and if is remarked that unless steps are 
soon taken for their destruction they will increase to an alarm- 
ing extent, when it will be extremely difficult to get rid of 
them. 


The Agra Akhbds of the 20th November notices the order | 


of the Madras Goveriment ruling that all public offices subor- 
dinate to it should in future be invariably closed on the 
last Saturday in each month. The editor approves of the order, 
and is of opinion that a similar ruling should be enforced in 


the North-Western Provinces, where under the existing 


drtangenients somé offices are closed on account of the last 
Saturday of the month while others are kept open, a system 
which he dislikes as béing anomalous. 


The same paper draws attention to- the oppressive beha- 
viour of the road contractors at Delhi, who are said to practise 
great extortions in the colléction of the road-tax. Bullocks 
having little or no load on their back are charged just as much 
as those carrying a heavy burden. 
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The Mérwdr Gazette of the same date, in its column of local 
news, again draws attention to the tyranny practised by the 
Jagheerdar of Kheevsur towards his ryots (noticed at pages 
487-8 of the Selections for the weck ending 26th August last). 
His oppression takes variousshapes. He forcibly borrows money 
from them which is never repaid ; exacts heavy fines at his arbi- 
trary will and pleasure, without having the least regard to the 
meansof the persons fined; and, in case of any of them preferring 
complaints against another man for the recovery of outstanding 
debts or balances, collects the money sued for and keeps it to 
himself, and then destroys the bond. His extortions do not 
stop here. He appropriates to his use the building materials 
of his ryots, causes the locks of their shops to be broken open 
in order to store his own grain and hay in them, and compels 
them to purchase his grain at high rates. Such acts of tyranny 
and injustice have utterly undone the people, and being no 
longer able to submit to them, they have presented themselves 
before the Maharajah in order to represent their wrongs. But, 
though it is now some four months since they have been at 
the capital, they have obtained no redress of their grievances. 
Orders were issued to the Jagheerdar calling on him to do 
them justice, but without any effect. The fact is, that some 
jagheerdars have become so refractory as boldly to disobey the 
orders of the Durbar. As their last resource, the people pre- 
ferred complaints of their wrongs to the Political Agent, but 
with as little effect. The writer commends the case of the 
poor people to the favourable notice of the Maharajah as well 
as the Political Agent, and impresses on them the necessity 
of attending to their complaints and taking steps to do them 
justice, lest, finding their cause hopeless, they should quit their 
country, and other refractory jagheerdars should be encour- 


aged with this example before them to persevere in their 
despotic career, 


In its column of local news, the same paper notices the 
explosion of some gunpowder-bags in the royal fort on the 
night of the 12th November last, caused by a spark of fire 
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falling on them at the time the guns were fired. Hight or 


nine persons who went near the bags to extinguish the fire, 


were hurt in the attempt, and four of these died shortly after. 
The editor hopes the Maharajah will be moved to assign a 
maintenance allowance to the widows of the deceased. 


The Muir Gazette of the same date, in a long leader, com- 
mends certain evil practices to the notice of the editor of 
Indian Abuses. The writer begins by praising the news- 
paper as a bold, impartial, and honest representative of popular 
wrongs, unlike most of its contemporaries, which are given to 
flattering the local authorities and conniving at the oppressions 
practised by them on the people; and, as such, pronounces it 
to be useful alike to the people and to Government. Init the 
people have, as it were, found a tongue for expressing their 
grievances and conveying them to the notice of Government. 


After this preamble, the writer proceeds to mention the 


following abuses, and calls upon the editor to take due notice 
of them :— 


(a) The insulting practice adopted by many European 
officers of not allowing native gentlemen to drive to the doors 
of their bungalows. They must leave their conveyances out- 
side the componnd-gate and submit to the disgrace of walk- 
ing on foot to the bungalow, be it ever so far, and if they 
infringe this rule are sure to incur the displeasure of the 
officers and be denied the favour of a visit. Another plague 
which awaits native visitors is the offensive behaviour and the 
extortionate demands of the servants and orderlies who attend 
on the officers (so often noticed in the Selections), who suffer 
them to wait for hours together without giving notice of their 
arrival to their masters unless they are paid. The officers are 
not only aware of this, but wilfully overlook the abuse. The 
writer has heard it reported that a Kuropean officer, finding 
his jemadar dissatisfied because no native visitors came to 
him, and he had for that reason no means of making money, 
issued orders to his subordinate officials to call on him once a 
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fortnight. It is remarkable that such treatment ig the lot 
only of the poor natives. Christians of the lowest rank freely 
drive their conveyances, however wretched and unseemly in 
appearance they may be, to the very verandahs of the officers’ 
bungalows, and meet with no annoyance from the orderlies, 
Such behaviour onthe part of European officers is by no means 
excusable, and is a bar to friendly and familiar intercourse 
between natives and Europeans. 


(b) In many places European officers are in the habit of 
borrowing conveyances, such as horses, buggies, phaetons, 
chariots, &c., from native gentlemen, and after keeping them 
in use for months returning them in a broken and disordered 
state to the owners. Similarly, in case of their wishing to 
dispose of any of their things, they write a note to some 
native gentleman and take as high prices for them as they 
choose. 


_ (ce) The practice of accepting dalis is another abuse; while 
formerly dalfs comprised simply the vegetables and fruits of 
the season, and were given away by the officers who received 
them to their servants, they are now fitted up at a great cost. 
Natives are suspected if they receive a salutation from their 
subordinates, but in Europeans even such things are passed 
over. 


The Kdrnémah of the same date, in its column of local: 
news, reports the prevalence of cholera in the city of Lucknow, 
and the alarm caused by it. The writer gathers from public 
returns that the number of deaths due to this cause from tho 
11th to 17th November amounted to forty-four in the west- 


ern, and thirty-seven in the eastern part of the city. The 
news spread such an alarm that somo of the native gentlemen. 
quitted the city, while others lost all peace of mind, and their 
complexions turned pale with fear; nay, in one case a gentle- 
jaan on, seeing from his balcony a bier pass by was seized with 
fever. The writer is at a loss to make out the cause of the 
breaking out of the plague. in the cold season, and remarks 
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that such epidemics were never before known to make their 
appearance all the year round in any city except Calcutta. 


In the next article, likewise in the column of local news, 
_ the same paper notices the application of Mr. Bonner, Super- 
intendent of Octroi,to the district authorities of Lucknow, pro- 
posing the amalgamation of the Nuzool Department with his 
own. The Superintendent recently submitted a petition for an 
increase to his salary on the ground of his good services, which 
was refused with the remark that three hundred rupees per 
month was an ample remuneration for the work of the office, 
and that, therefore, unless some other duty were connected 
with it, the salary of the post could not be raised. Availing 
himself of this suggestion, the Superintendent. has preferred 
a fresh petition, representing that if the Nuzool Department be 
placed under his charge, and an addition of one hundred rupees 
be made to his salary, and the pay of the patrols be slightly 
raised, he will, with the assistance of a mohurrir and a few 
peons, find no difficulty in exercising efficient control over both 
departments. This proposal has been a source of great anxiety 
to the employés of the Nuzool Department, and the writer fully 
sympathizes with them, and remarks that, while a number of 
officials of one department, viz., the Settlement Department, 
were already involved in distress on account of having been 
thrown out of employ, in consequence of the settlement opera- 
tions coming to an end, theemployés of another department have 
now been subjected to fear of being brought under reduction. 
Setting this consideration aside, the writer proceeds to, discuss 
the propriety of the proposal in question. 


He begins by giving a history of the Nuzool Department 
since its constitution under the native rule in Oudh, remark- 
ing that, though the former authorities of the province were 
well aware of the details connected with its working, an account 
of them will not ata time like this, when the pros and cons of the 
department are under discussion, be out of place for the infor- 
mation of the present rulers. Under the native rule, posses- 
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sions and estates of public officers against whom any public 
liabilities were found to exist, as well as of the royal servants 
and domestics, together with lands and tenements which escheat-. 
ed to the State, were placed under the Nuzool Department, and 
were bestowed from time to time on the officers of the State, 
royal dependents, and other worthy personages, on their exal- 
tation to high ranks and dignities, or giving satisfaction in 
some way orother. The department was in charge of Ihtimam- 
ood-Dowla Hyder Hoosain. On the annexation of Oudh to 
the British dominions, the management remained on its former 
footing, till after the mutiny of 1857, when a large number 
of tenements, gardens, &c., were brought on the nuzool re- 
gister in consequence of the owners’ absence from the city. 
Changes were introduced ; the department was placed in charge 
of Moonshee Ram Dyal, and fifty mohurrirs and two daro- 
gahs were appointed. After this as the people began to re- 
settle themselves in the city, and were one after another re- 
stored to possesssion of their tenements, the work of the depart- 
ment continually lessened, and the establishment kept up as well 
as the other expenses connected with it were gradually reduced, 
till one darogah, one moonshee, and a few mohurrirs alone re- 
mained on the establishment. These, as occasion required, were 
assisted by the municipal mohurrirs, and in this way the work 
suffered no interruption. This work, trifling as it might 
appear at first sight, will on a mature consideration seem to be 
nosuch thing. To search old references, and to trace the misls, 
the orders formerly passed, &c., connected with the cases 
lodged, is no easy affair. With each application for the release 
of a land or tenement all papers of the past vears bearing on 
it have to be put up. Were it not for this, persons whose 
estates have been confiscated, and who are ever trying by all 
shifts and expedients to recover them, would find frequent 


opportunities of deceiving the authorities and succeeding in 
their object. 


_ Under these circumstances, any reductions that may be 
made in the department will seriously affect its working, and 
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ultimately prove injurious to the interests of Government, see- 
ing that under the existing arrangements—when the staff con- 
sists of one darogah, one seeahanavees, one wasilbaqeenavees, 
one diary-keeper, one mohurrir for taking down reports, and 
two educated peons for inspecting registers—notwithstanding 
the efficient supervision exercised by the darogah, who, besides 
his inspection duties, also helps the authorities in examining the 
spots, clever men often find opportunities for increasing the 


boundaries of their walls, &c., and encroaching on public lands © 


and highways, instances of which have only recently come to 
the City Magistrate’s notice in the Canning Road and Victoria 
Street. Accordingly, if the proposal of the Superintendent is 
entertained, the result will be that large portions of the nuzool 
lands will be usurped by the people for want of efficient super- 
vision, and many of the escheats will be wrongly released from 
attachment, thereby leaving only a few well-known places in 
the possession of Government. Thus, the proposal, instead of 
being profitable to Government, will only be the sure cause of 
reducing the public income from this source. 


Although, therefore, the Superintendent of Octroi and his 
subordinates, as well as the patrols, might, as would seem 
from the proposal, have sufficient time to spare from their 
duties to take over the work of another office, it is by no means 
expedient that the interests of Government: should be sacri- 
ficed for their sake. The writer hopes the Deputy Commis- 
sioner and the Commissioner will take all these things into 
their consideration, and will weigh the proposal and its conse- 
quences before entertaining it. 


Referring to the death of an opium-smoker in the city of 
Lucknow from injuries received from the blows of a police- 
constable, who picked a quarrel with him on account of his 
walking the streets late at night (noticed in an extract from 
the Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th November in the last number of 
the Selections), the writer again draws attention to the baneful 


effects of the order prohibiting persons from frequenting the 
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city after a fixed hour at night without light, and thinks it to 
be a great pity that it has been the cause of a poor man suffer- 
ing death at the hands of the police, while no single notorious 
- thief have been caught with the goods stolen, the object con- 
templated by the order. 


The Shola-i-Tiir of the 21st November reports the foun- 
dering in the Hooghly near Mistree Ghat of a boat containing 
a number of men, women, and children, all of whom were 
‘drowned. Two corpses were discovered, but no trace was 
found of the rest. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the same date has an article headed 
“ dacoity,” in which the writer draws the attention of Go- 
vernment to the oppressions said to be practised on the people 
by a peculiar class of dacoits. The statement given is as 
follows :— 


“We frequently hear of gangs of persons of a strange 
appearance advancing from the east. They have dark com- 
plexions and a disguised appearance, and wear petticoats, so 
that it is impossible to make out whether they are males or 
females. They are strong and robust, and are armed with 
daggers, swords, and muskets loaded with bullets, and march 
undaunted without any fear of the Government. The police 
dare not stand in their way, but cause proclamations to be 
made in villages warning the people against their inroads, and 
calling upon them to shut the doors of their houses, at the 
same time giving them to understand, that, in the event of any 
assaults being made on them by the marauders, no complaints 
will be heard. They are marching on towards the terai of the 
hills, several bands having already passed. Lately, a few 
shops in Ahrowra (Mirzapore), ahd many of the houses in the 
neighbouring villages, were plundered by them. They are 
said to be in possession of a perwannah, in which no mention 
is made of their being dacoits, but it is simply stated that 
they are armed, and possess jewels and other valuables, and 
should be left at liberty to go in whichever direction they 


( Gye ) : 
please, and be at all places supplied with provisions. To the 
credit of the dacoits, we are told that in places where they can 
get provisions at proper prices they refrain from practising 
any oppression, but that if on showing their jewels to any 
banker they find him setting a low value on them on account 
of their being strangers, they first take such price for them 
as he chooses to give, and then seize the jewels likewise. On 
the 21st October last, a party of these dacoits halted ata 
pond near Tirohan, or the Peshwa’s Bazaar, in Chitrkote 
(Kirwee), in the Banda District, and on the day of the Dus- 
serah festival (the 23rd idem) plundered a betel-seller’s house 
and a confectioner’s shop, and on the officer of the place 
resisting them and telling them that the subjects were his, and 
they had no richt to rob them, they boldly said they were 
their subjects and they could deal with them just as they 
pleased. The officer then asked them if they had a perwannah, 
and was told in reply that it was at their encamping-ground. 
What passed afterwards is not known. The dacoits put up 
for a day and then departed. ”’ 


In its column of local news, the same paper regrets to 
observe that the arrangements made by some officers in order 
to put a stop to the extortions practised on the sellers of grass, 
bhisd, fuel-wood, &c., and to prevent their being pressed into 
service, are no longer in force. The same oppressions as 
were practised on them before have been renewed: while 
some of them get only half or one-fourth of the prices or 
wages due, others are paid nothing, and after being detained 
for hours return home in the evening quite disappointed. 


- A correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 24th Novem- 
ber, writing from Indour, reports the breaking out of a dread- 
ful fire in tho parts of the city inhabited by bankers and 
cloth-merchants, on the night of the Dewalee festival, the fire- 
works let off on the occasion being the cause. Valuable 
shops and houses of mahajuns were burnt to ashes. The 


loss is estimated at several lakhs of rupees. 


Se ae en a 
. 
me i ee 
“ - e~-o-~- 


Se re a _—_— — ~~ -—-——_ - _ : 
del is ~ pe pag : ek =~ ~~ ~ > <= _——— ps — ee ~~ > - _ — 2 ee 
_— ’ . —e- . - ~- — _ = -- te 
pe : s ; shila = & oie Py CET! aon = a we = : = : : = o> SS Se eee te Se eee ee er 
. ; ° é “=< SAS see mH! ‘b2 - Ae Fee vo — = > . ~—- . “4 : . Sete a - 5 2 amt 3 a re F : 
“ a“ " - “ q . - De . q . ~ M < ou - a — ~~ —— o — ~_ ee. — % - oO Rese. wee 
a = - a ae —y ° : : ‘ ae 2 Sete - gy te : mn 6 - —-~ ae a ote. te ~~. tt ge ee eee ayes = = ~ ars eS an = er pane “po abe. Soe es Ao me eg ge ae =. ca . _ tN nae : . - s - vs inca : , 
Se es ee ee ; <——S ee Sn ee r a ~~ _—— & 4 A oe Pee =i eae wey er eg = ata s % ae ee ee <a ae ee yo a me ~— a oe _—— Fee —_ £ : Heres . + oe bot ete Yok ee enn Ee ee - ee a <—s S —- = - - 
Se ae Sa Sehr eS tS = 5 Folawe Mes tio ie . ee ee cs ts , i ee . LL 26R Ber 8 me ba 5 ; > See Se itak \ “4 a a4 a = ea oe 27 Se SS eS ; Py % Ss < “ B. —T Se aS S eo = > ~~: ee, ee <= ~ — —— = pa = afer — = poy x= ==s 
- : 4 d . Oe: Ee on - -~ « > ees Sot. . . 2 / Estee! 3 : . 2 <> Sr- —-. . = : : : S : ‘ - 
oes “re Fe: ate = iemaaet ws oon somite anno , : <a ., fe ees 2 awukti. : Pw 4 = oyae Rees ee ‘ob 
oo ee ~ ~ 7» ye ong . - * the ys Pee od c= =" “ne ~ Be ¥ -. ~ — Eee bone —— > SS Amy nr ee oe @-—r-w one ~ — ¥~ yee —— _- ——— ae oe to me ~ dl —= — ~- i~ > ‘ - p= - _ _ = pie z . : " 
ae -_ = ~ au ee ss £25 . , + 2 ae ear S. . a a - - a : P ~~. St ‘ SS os ~~ “ se eh ys ae ee 52 wet ~~ — ca ake , - ‘ : 3 - ~~ - 
at ie het: TSF - a sain ithe ree ne. oe oe 3 . . CS Pe . sey OS SAT ’ ; he Bak Sit aie " ae : Sa ery ; ps - . rt " _ a ve : aR . -. . 
nal eGo-aw* pune = — PALE et” OO, hq % Ae & &>seae a - . ee Ponta . Mes pene eee ny ee ~~ ae ae « Be ee. “ “ - =e a a <—~ e en et ae r€: 
mae ~— - — ae — ¥ ~e oe - -- : 3 <> « — wots — . _ <- . ~ —s ete a. ~coescare = » - 
7 Peres o ~onte eee e hs <= | re ee Bae p= ee = ete “ - S| t _ ~ ~ : . gn ae -oene : Pr een —~ me : : —. elena - o<«c™ a a he : 
= oe a . ~ —[—-—— - > mom a _ oe my : - me , - - we - — : < ‘ + 
el ee ee eee oe se rc Lente LBL. 9 78 os.5 Bes Se Ye, 78 Do ee ae 2 oT . ; . : . ee = . ole . 
a MPP ~e ~~ eur ew png tap de . . - —— = » ww . 
- “ . - — = s - - ~~: eo ee oe ee Pee e 
: ’ , i ; . 3 ~ ~ . ~ . 
= Tie” ™ » -— " 
~ a aton a ne (neon awe ee =e = Te - Lawes + ~< x fe ee omer yen - ¥ ey a P . : . ‘ - 


ate 


eo. @ wre 
> —e- v — 
oon — =" ~ 
ss eon ne 
- ae 
~—- =< 
~~ 


sa4 5 - 
ee Y 

— fom ot ~— 
~~ . S Aape 
a he heme A 
old oe ee 
ment 

= rs 

2 


~——_— 
-~ _ ra —_ ° 
i ~ ee SS ears 3 _- ~~ <3 Chewien ~ box 
= ss" = se C Se 24 eT eT ee ” we ser 
~~ ~ ~ — 
- — ow « ond ~ _ Se 
~. : r - : oo — 
c= > “x eae ole ata. ae ei— y es 4st oe. 
> p some —>. an —— <- ono pe z : 
> = = => —— Uf SS ee 
~ oo. - = > 2S ERS - : >, 
a 
—_ 
- —— —-~> ~~ —— ~~ a4 - 5 rg -- YS - > 
- a Ame moe 7 — —_ ecde.ooga : --* ply wom oo 
_ 


— met ene ee ee ee ee ere ee eo 
—_ 
“ _ " 
_—— 
= BE “ 


> ~ 
aoe eee <Cmpe o _ —s 


@ ? as © : 
nn eationte vce icaillen: nmagutarly atts tain tin ip eatin aay ca Men Va sala 


na ihe me eo eee Bet ae ern “y ~ aS eeeses Se = Seat t Se 
‘7 Oe at BA a « vy ‘ ~ Se Si adks a ls eet A Oe DB te OR — 
‘ . tenses bbe tirgrne es Yee oe 
ee ee ‘ ~~ ~< ale ee pores ‘ . 
5 . 
< MGR ae f 9 — . “? me ee nen ee : — a ee 
f ne — , 
~ wenger’ a eee es Ne ane one eng increta aan teateteeeineneieeeeeentnnteiantn Ou . ; 
- ve, P ert, 


) 
2 : 7 . Pe hte) goat bBo lo ’ i 
lt Sa Qe Be obra e : A eR a Re: ah : 2 
in « 
I 


v. , 


( 700 ) 


An Umritsur correspondent of the same paper praises tlie 
beauty and splendour of the annual fair held there on the 
occasion of the Dewalee festival. The shrineof Durbar Sahib 
was thickly crowded, and the beauty of the scene was enhanced 
by the presence of the Maharajah of Kuppoorthalla, who 
attended the fair with great pomp. Notwithstanding the vast 
crowd of visitors, the police arrangements were excellent, and 
no cases of theft or swindling happened, precautions having 
been taken by the Deputy Inspectors of Police, who were 
deputed for the management of the fair, to seize all bad charac- 
ters and keep them in custody the day before the date of the 
fair. One circumstance alone strikes the writer as a great 
blot in this otherwise excellent management, wiz., the shame- 
less behaviour of the women, who were seen freely walking the 
streets without any regard to decency. Notwithstanding the 
coldness of the weather, they were attired in flimsy dresses and 
made no ceremony in bathing in the tank belonging to the 
Durbar Sahib with a single garment on, through which the 
whole person could be seen. The Maharajah of Kuppoor- 
thalla was amazed on witnessing this scene of profligacy, and 
could not help remarking that the women of the city were very 
shameless indeed. The writer expresses his regret at this state 
of things, and is of opinion that the Municipal Committce 
should be entrusted with the reform of the abuse. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the same date notices the orders 
issued by the Secretary to the Government of India in the 
Foreign Department to the Director-General of the Post-office, 
pointing out the necessity of due care and precaution being 
exercised for ensuring the safe transit of the mail-cart on the 
Agra and Ajmcre Road, and directing that in order to secure 
this end, the grooms, coachmen, and other men in charge of 
dik-carriages should be provided with pistols, to enable them 
to protect themselves against tho attacks of robbers on that 
dangerous road. The editor remarks that, as attacks on dik- 
carriages are very frequent not only;on the Agra and Ajmero 


Road but on all other roads, it would be well if all drivers of 
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dik-carriages were furnished with arms, in order that they 


might be in a position to protect Government property as well 
as their own lives. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Goojran- 
walla, reports that in a manufactory ata short distance from that 
city three labourers while in the act of grinding gunpowder 
were suddenly burnt in consequence of the mill exploding. One 
of them died the next day, while the other two are under treat- 
ment. A similar accident is said to have happened in a village 
in Goojranwalla, where seven coolies who were grinding gun- 
powder were dreadfully scorched by a spark from a pipe fall- 
ing in the powder: four of the men died the same day. 


The Akhbér-i-Anjuman-i- Panjab of the same date criti- 
cises the act relating to the working of the Civil Courts, which 
has been recently enforced in Oudh. According to this, the 
Judicial Commissioner will not interfere with the decisions of 
the Subordinate Courts except in cases in which the Deputy 
Commissioner and the Commissioner happen to disagree in 
judgment; in other words, all decisions in which those officers 
are found to be unanimous will be held final, and no appeal 
against them will be entertained in the Judicial Commission- 
er’s Court. The editor is at a loss to make out what benefit 
Government has arrived at in passing the law, and remarks 
that, if the principles on which the system of the courts in the 
North-Western Provinces and the Punjab is based be looked 
into, it will appear that there is no reason why decisions in 
which two officers concur in opinion should be invariably held 
right and free from error. But, even supposing this were the 
case, it would be desirable for the satisfaction of the litigants 
to keep the door of appeal open to them. Seeing, then, the 
fact is otherwise, and the judgment of two officers who agree 
in opinion need not always be sound, to allow suitors such a 
privilege is all the more necessary for justice’ sake. 


The Kérndmah of the 27th November, in its column of 
local news, also notices the samo act. It 1s remarked that the 
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plague which has made such havoc in the city (Lucknow) was 
in itself too dreadful a calamity to bear, and that, to add to 
the distressof the people, Act XXXII. has been passed, which 
has spread a new alarm, and is a source of great anxiety and 
disappointment to litigants. Hundreds of cases which were 
lodged in the Appellate Court have been struck off the file, 
while many more are rejected at each session, thereby leaving 
suitors to disappointment after having incurred much trouble 
and expense. ‘ Let us see,” says the writer, ‘‘ what is the 
end of such a beginning, and how the people now obtain 
justice. ”” 

Reverting to the plague, the writer gives great credit to 
the authorities for their zeal and activity in endeavouring to 
suppress it. Frequent injunctions were addressed by the City 
Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon requiring the strictest atten- 
tion to be paid to the cleanliness of streets and lanes, houses 
and gardens; while native doctors were posted at different 
places to look after the patients, and pills and mixtures were 


provided at the several police-stations for distribution to persons 
infected with the disease. 


Moreover, the sale of spurious medicines (to which the 
attention of the authorities has so often been drawn in the Selec- 
tions) was strictly prohibited in this season of calamity, a pro- 
clamation having been made through the city to the effect that 
all druggists and apothecaries who are found selling unwhole- 
some drugs, or giving medicines other than those mentioned in 
a prescription, will be liable to punishment. © In noticing this 
order, the writer is reminded of a story of the time of Moham- 
med Shah, one of the Emptrors of Delhi. An ignorant apothe- 
cary mistaking aft{mdn for afeytin in a prescription written 
by a native physician, gave the latter drug, which caused the 
patient’s death. On the Emperor becoming aware of this fact, 
the apothecary was punished for the offence, and orders were 
issued that all menof that profession should be subjected to an 
examination, and only such of them as were found well versed 


m the a a allowed to sell medicines, the rest being 
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prohibited from following their profession. The writer ex- 
presses his regret that in this age persons who are so ignorant 
as not even to know the Persian and Arabic names of common 
drugs, to say nothing of reading a prescription, have set up as 
apothecaries, and endanger the life and peace of the people, 
without fear of being called to account by the ruling power ; 
and impresses on the authorities the necessity of passing orders 
strictly enjoining on native physicians to write their prescrip- 
tions in a plain, legible hand, and requiring all druggists and 
apothecaries to be examined by a medical committee composed 
of doctors and skillful native physicians—only such of them 
as acquit themselves to satisfaction and prove themselves by 
their skill in pharmacy and an acquaintance with the names 
and uses of the drugs, as well as by their keeping good and 
genuine medicines, to be up to their work, being permitted to 
follow their profession. 


The same paper praises the Begum of Bhopal for her admi- 
nistrative abilities, her excellent management of her state, her 
energy, activity, and vigilance in the discharge of public func- 
tions, her attention to the comfort and convenience of her sub- 
jects, and her administration of justice. The Viceroy has from 
time to time conveyed an expression of his satisfaction with 
the way in which the Begum manages her state. 


Under the heading ‘‘ Punjab,” the same paper warns the 
authorities against giving a credulous ear to the statements of 
informers. It is remarked that since suspicions have arisen 
against the Kuka tribe, informers have found opportunities to 
impose upon the authorities by communicating false and fabri- 
cated reports in order to win their favour. Among others, 
Mussumat Ram Kunwur particularly deserves mention; she has 
been led from motives of hostility to procure the conviction of 
several men of the tribe. This state of things has struck alarm 
into the minds of rich and influential persons, to whom the 
very name of informer has become a bugbear, and certainly 
not without reason, it being a fact that in an age in which 
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informers find a hearing, the rich and the virtuous are unjustly 
involved in difficulties. 


The Shola-i- Tur of the 28th November notices the annual 
fair recently held at Bithour (Cawnpore). It is remarked 
that the fair was a grand sight this year, and was attended by 
such a vast crowd of pilgrims that on the day of the full moon 
(the 26th November) their number amounted to some sixty 
or seventy thousand, village carts containing the families of 
zemindars alone amounting to about six thousand. Silk, 
cloth, and other kinds of goods were brought for sale in large 
quantities. Notwithstanding such a vast gathering, the 
arrangements made by the Tehsceldar of Jajmow were excellent. 
Markets for the different varieties of goods were disposed in 
separate lines, and every attention was paid to cleanliness. 
Though there is great fear of epidemics breaking out in such 
gatherings, all went on well. 


But while all these arrangements were unexceptionably 
good, it is much to be regretted that a step of the Brahma- 
wartta Ghat, which was destroyed by the late floods in the 
river, thereby making the piace very deep, was not rebuilt and 
is still in a broken state. Asit is here that the Brahmawartta 
khunti (2.e., the sacred peg said to have been fixed by Brahina, 
which according to superstition penetrates to the very bottom 
of the earth) is situated, and it is this place to bathe in which 
is deemed salvation, and for the sake of which pilgrims come 
from remote places at a great expense and after undergoing 
much trouble, it is extremely dangerous to suffer it to remain 
in its present state. Thereis at all times great fear of persons 
bathing at the spot being drowned. The writer thinks it a 
great pity that none of the Hindoo gentlemen, nor even the 
Government, which spends large sums of money in objects of 
public utility, should have taken steps to make the necessary 
repairs. This neglect on the part of Government will appear 
to be more surprising when it is remembered that the income 
from the presents offered 'at the sacred peg has for several years 
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past been deposited in the Government treasury, in consequence 
of a dispute among the Brahmans.. A portion of these deposits 
can be spent in the erection of the stair, the remainder to be 
given to the Brahmans-when Government thinks proper; or 
else, the public income realized from the fair, which amounts 
to some twelve hundred rupees annually, may, after defraying 
the usual expenses consequent on the management of the fair, 
be laid out in making the repairs. The writer hopes that the 
Collector of Cawnpore on becoming aware of these facts will 
lose no time in causing the repairs to be nade. 


The Nir-ul-Absir of the lst December learns from the 
Oudh Akbar that at the commencement of 1869 an engage- 
ment was entered into between the Maharajah of Jodhpore 
and the British Government, and that till now the terms of 
the engagement have not been carried out in the state, though 
in Article XII. of the engagement it has been provided that, 
in the event of the Maharajah failmg to make the desired 
reforms in the administration within four years from the date 
of the engagement, the British Government will take the 
management of the state intoits own hands. The Midr-ul-Absdr 
observes that shortly before the conclusion of this engagement, 
the Maharajah was invested with the title of G.C.S.I. as a 
mark of Her Majesty’s favour, and wonders why immediately 
after the conferment of the honour the necessity occurred 
of such a strict engagement being entered into. It cannot 
be supposed that the Maharajah’s exaltation to the distinction 
could have produced such an effect on his mind as led him to 
neglect the management of his state ; on the contrary, it should 
rather have inclined him to follow a course such as would win 
higher favours for him. It might, therefore, be presumed that 
the mismanagement existed from beforehand, in which case it 
would follow that the conferment of the distinction in the face 
of his misrule was improper. This mght be accounted for by 
supposing that at the time of the conferment of the title this 
misrule was wilfully overlooked. If this be a fact, the best 
policy of the Government would be to continue tolerating it, 
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and treating the matter with. forbearance ; because it seems 
most advisable that Government, both when it thinks any one 
worthy of its good graces, and when it deems anybody deser- 
ving of its displeasure, should fully weigh the matter in either 
case before making it public, in order that the effect may be 
sure and certain. To load a person with favours and the very 
next moment to expose him to wrath seoms to be unbecoming. 
Superior as the British rulers are in wisdom and farsighted- 
ness to the old sovereigns, it seems strange that they should 
have acted in the Jodhpore affair in a manner which cannot 
easily be reconciled with prudence. Some unknown sceret 
must be connected with the affair. But, be this as it may, one 
thing is manifest, that the circumstance detracts greatly from 
the value and significance hitherto attached to English titles, ~ 
and is likely to serve as an example to convince the people 
that no importance ought to be attached to them, or any reliance 
to be placed in them. Under the Native Governments, per- 
sons on whom a title was conferred not only retained it for 
ever, but continued to receive the same uniform favour from 
the sovereigns afterwards as when they obtained it. To this 
it is owing that native titles and distinctions are held in such 
great esteem, and their value is’so deeply impressed on the 
minds of the people that they still prize them very much. 


POLITICAL (FOREIG)Y). 


The Akhbar-i- Alam of the 23rd November, in mentioning 
the particulars of the tremendous fire which recently broke 
out in Chicago (America), and the loss of life and property 
occasioned by the incident, awakes the sympathy of the natives 
of India to the distress brought on the people of the city by 


the dire catastrophe, and calls upon them to raise a handsome 
subscription for the relief of the sufferers. 


EDUCATIONAL 
The Naiyir-i-Akbar of the 9th November, in its column of 


local news, notices the establishment by Syud Zein-ool-Abideen, 
proprietor of that paper, of an Oriental school in Mohulla Qazee 
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Para (Bijnour), on the 18th October last. The school has two 
classes, giving education, the one in advanced Arabic studies, 
and the other in the higher books in Persian commonly taught 
in indigenous schools. The staff consists of two Moulvies 
and a Hafiz to give initiatory lessons in the Qoran to young 
lads. 


The Akhbaér-1-Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 17th November 
bestows commendation on the Tahzib-un-nis4 (“The Female 
Edifier ”)—a book in Oordoo by Syud Ahmad Hasan of Meerut, 
which was submitted by the auther to the Government, North- 
Western Provinces, under its prize notification, and met with 
approval—as having been written in that plain and eloquent 
Oordoo style which characterizes the Mirat-ul-Arus (‘The 
Bride’s Mirror”) by Moulvie Nazeer Ahmad. The book is 
written in the form of a catechism, and is full of tales and 
examples, which are not only interesting but useful in a moral 
point of view. A fictitious name (Agila) has been given to 
the heroine of the book, who puts a series of questions to her 
ustdnt, or tutoress, and receives answers. The editor quotes 
some extracts from the book which have pleased him most, and, 
among others, the tales connected with the generosity and the 
kind and condescending manners of the Khan-i-Khanan, mi- 
nister of the Emperor Akbar. 


The Shola-i- Tur of the 21st November notices the estab- 
lishment of a female school at Mozufferpore (Tirhoot) by Nawab 
Mohammed Taqee Khan, a gentleman of that place. A school- 
house has been purchased by the Nawab at a cost of Rs. 2,500. 
Besides reading and writing, the school also imparts instruc- 
tion in needle work, and there is every hope of its making a 


good progress. 


The Allyghur Institute Gazette of the 24th November pub- 
lishes the prospectus of a new Vernacular newspaper which has 
been started in Jodhpore since the 1st December, 1871, under 
the auspices of Lalji Motee Singh. The paper is to be called 
Muhibb-i- Mérwér (“Tho Friend of Marwar”), and will appear 
both in Oordoo and Linde. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Niur-ul-Absdr of the 1st December praises Thakoor Girper- 
shad, a well-known gentleman of Beswan, and Honorary Magistrate 
of Iglas in the Allyghur District, and the Maharajah of Benares, 
for taking an active interest in checking the bad practices common 
among their fellow-countrymen, especially extravagance at mar- 
riages. Not only have they done their best in furthering the schemes 
of Moonshee Pyare Lal, the prime mover in the benevolent cause, 
but have asisted him with their purse. The Thakoor, besides having 
paid a sum of Rs. 500 in aid of the project, has set up a newspaper 
(the Mangal Samdchér) for publishing the proceedings of the meetings 
convened in different places from time to time; while the Maharajah 
gives Rs. 120 monthly to meet the expenses incurred in carrying 
out the arrangements connected with the movement. 


The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined in 
this report, viz. :— 


No.| Name or NEWSPAPER. bak icy ai Date. sonclnd 
1871. 1871. 
1 | Rifah-i-Khalaigq, vee Shahjehanpore, | Octr. Novr. 27th 
2 | Nastm-i-Jaunpore, ‘an Jounpore, eee - 28th 
3 | Rifah-i- Khali dig, + | Shahjehanpore, | Novr. 27th 
4 Nasim-i-Jaunpore, eee Jounpore, eee 99 28th 
5 Navy iret- Akbar, eee Bijnour, eee 2” 27th 
6 Gualier Gazelle, ++ | Gwalior, is Ke 27th 
7 Jagat Samiic har, eee Meerut, eee 99 97th 
8 | Nasim-i-Juunpore, © | Jounpore, —... i“ 28th 
9 | Rifah-i-Khalaigq, + | Shahjehanpore, a 27th 
10 : Malwa Akhbar, eee [ndour, eee - 27th 
bt | Najm-ul-Akhbir, + | Meerut, eee i 28th 
12 | Ahhbdr- i- Anjumani- Pan- | Lahore, saa . 27th 
ih, 

13. | Panjahi Akhbdr, wen Ditto, eae i g7th 
14 | Ruhilhhund Ahhhur, .. Moradabad, a a v7th 
15 Do, Samdehds Paty, Ditto, cee - 29th 
16 | Gwalor Gazette, .«. | Gwalior, ace ia and 
17 | Muir Guzette, od — ‘a 97th 
Pattialla Abhbdr, — as 27th 
Kdrndmah, ae a a7th 
Abhbde, wae | ai a geth 
drwdr Gazette, aA wn a. 29th 
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Waere Pos: Date oF 
No.| Name or NEWSPAPER. mpd DATE. Recerrr. 
| 1871. 1871. 
22 | Oudh Akhbdr, «| Lucknow, ... | Novr, Qist | Novr. 27th 
23 Shola-i- Tir, eee Cawnpore, TY ry) 2ist ” 27th 
24 | Naf’-ul-Aztim, oe | Lahore, vee ” 21st ” 27th 
25 | Nastm-t-Jaunpore, _...| Jounpore, = « ‘9 21st ” 28th 
26 Akhbar-i-Am, Th Lahore, ry ”» 22nd 9 27th 
27 Akmal-ul- Akhbar, ece Delhi, eee rT) 22nd 99 28th 
28 | Malwa Akhbar, «¢ | Indour, a 22nd | Decr. 2nd 
29 | Benares Akhbdr, »- | Benares, ss 1 93rd | Novr. 28th 
30 | Akhbar -i-Alam, ooo | Meerut, ‘ea * 23rd 9 28th 
31 | Lawrence Gazette, 008 Ditto, er ” 24th re 28th 
32 | Urda Ahkbar, we | Delhi, a 4th! , 28th 
33 — i-Pan- Lahore, YY) 99 24th 99 98th 
jab. 
34 | Rajptitdna Social Science | Jaipore, v0 ”’ 24th 1 29th 
Congress. 

35 Jalwa-i- Tir, eee Meerut, eee 99 24th 99 2th 
36 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, see 9 24th » 80th 
37 Oudh Akhbar, eee Lucknow, ee0 99 24th 9 30th 
38 | Koh-t- Nir, TY Lahore, YY ” 26th rT 28th 
39 | Urdéi Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, si a 25th - 28th 
40 | Meerut Gazette, oe | Meerut, ae . 25th . 29th 
41 | Majma-ul- Bahrain, .e | Ludhiana, see ~ 25th - 80th 
42 | Karndmah, «ee | Lucknow, is » 27th ” 30th 
43 | Khair Khwdh-i-Panjab, ,.. | Gujranwalla, ... ” 27th | Decr. Ist 
44 | Pattialla Akhbar, eo} Puttialla, ae cs 27th 9» 2nd 
45 | Nas{m-i-Jaunpore, soo | SOUNPOFe, age 9 28th 9 2nd 
46 | Shola-i-Tur, oo | Cawnpore, «x. i 28th 9» 2nd 
47 | Benares Akhbar, ve» | Benares, me . 80th i" 2nd 
48 | Nur-ul-Absdr, | Allahabad, «| Deer. Ist | 5 2nd 


ALLAHABAD: 
The 23rd December, 1871. 


SOHAN LALL, 


Offg. Govt, Reporter on the Vernacular Press of 
Upper India. 
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